	Phases of the Moon
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On the Moon
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Luna craters 
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Full Moon rising
 
	The Moon orbits the Earth at a distance of about 400 000 km in about 28 days.  The Moon also spins once in this time and so we can only see the same face from Earth, never the far side.
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From our vantage point on Earth the orbiting Moon changes its position in relation to the Sun and we see it lit up at different locations in space.  The Earth moves about one twelfth of an orbit around the Sun in this time.  The phases take place over a period of 29.5 days because the Moon has to orbit a little further around the Earth to be illuminated in the same way again.
Here are some of the phases of the Moon and the approximate days in the cycle on which you may see them;
       Day 1              Day 7              Day 15              Day 22          Day 30
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    New Moon     First quarter     Full Moon      Last quarter     New Moon
Each new day the phases advance until, 29.5 days after the beginning, the cycle starts again with a new Moon.
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